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this opportunity to commend the thou-
sands of friends and supporters of a free 
and unified Cyprus who joined hands 
around the Capitol today. As we com-
memorate this tragic anniversary, let 
us salute their courage and redouble 
our own efforts to help bring an end to 
this terrible and continuing injustice. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, twen-
ty five years ago today, Turkish troops 
invaded and divided the nation of Cy-
prus. This illegal and immoral division 
of Cyprus continues today—dividing a 
country and creating instability in the 
Mediterranean.

During the early days of the Turkish 
occupation, six thousand Greek-Cyp-
riots were killed. Over two hundred 
thousand were driven from their 
homes. Many of the missing, including 
some Americans, have never been ac-
counted for. 

Little has changed in the past quar-
ter century. Today, forty thousand 
Turkish troops remain in Cyprus. The 
Greek-Cypriots who remain in the 
northern part of the island are denied 
basic human rights such as the right to 
a free press, freedom to travel, and ac-
cess to religious sites. 

I am disappointed that we have made 
no progress in ending the occupation of 
Cyprus.

This year, as we mark this somber 
anniversary, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recommitting ourselves to 
bring peace to Cyprus. 

First of all, we must continue to 
make the resolution of the Cyprus 
problem a priority. President Clinton 
and Secretary of State Albright have 
focused more attention on this region 
that any other Administration. Ambas-
sador Richard Holbrooke and Ambas-
sador Tom Miller have done an excel-
lent job trying to bring both sides to-
gether. As Ambassador Holbrooke as-
sumes his new responsibilities at the 
United Nations, we must encourage the 
Administration to replace him with an 
emissary of equal stature. 

The second priority is that we must 
continue to provide humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of Cyprus. Each 
year, Congress provides fifteen million 
dollars to foster bicommunal coopera-
tion in Cyprus. These funds are used 
for education, health care, and to help 
both communities to solve regional 
problems—such as to improve water 
and energy supplies. 

These funds are an investment in sta-
bility in a strategically important re-
gion of the world. I’m pleased that the 
Senate Foreign Operations Appropria-
tions bill includes this funding. As a 
member of the Subcommittee, I will 
continue to fight to ensure that the 
final legislation includes this funding. 

The third priority is that Congress 
should pass the Enclaved People of Cy-
prus Act. Senator OLYMPIA SNOWE and
I introduced this legislation to call for 
improved human rights for the Greek 
Cypriots living under Turkish control. 

I urge my colleagues to join us by co-
sponsoring this legislation. 

Mr. President, the crisis in Cyprus 
has brought two NATO allies to the 
brink of war. The occupation is also a 
human tragedy that should enrage all 
of us who care about human rights. We 
must continue to work toward a peace-
ful and unified Cyprus. 

Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
rise today to commemorate one of the 
most tragic events of the 20th century. 
25 years ago today, Turkey invaded Cy-
prus, and it has occupied part of the is-
land ever since. In fact, 35,000 Turkish 
troops continue to occupy almost 40 
percent of Cyprus’ territory. Turkey’s 
invasion forced the relocation of thou-
sands of Greek Cypriots, it has led to 
the brutal treatment of the enclaved 
people in the Karpas, and it has re-
sulted in greater instability in the re-
gion.

When Turkey occupied a portion of 
Cyprus in 1974, almost 200,000 Greek 
Cypriots were evicted from their homes 
and became refugees in their own coun-
try. 1,618 Greek Cypriots, including 
four Americans, have been missing ever 
since. After 25 years, the refugees have 
never been allowed to return to their 
homes in occupied Cyprus, and the 
missing are still unaccounted for. At 
the same time, Turkey has brought in 
over 80,000 settlers to the occupied part 
of the island. These settlers were given 
the lands and homes belonging to 
Greek Cypriots, in violation of inter-
national law. 

For the few Greek Cypriots that were 
allowed to remain in the occupied 
Karpas Peninsula, the situation has 
been equally grim. A 1975 humanitarian 
agreement allowed 20,000 Greek Cyp-
riots to stay in this area, but only 500 
live in the Karpas today. These people 
have been subjected to harassment and 
intimidation despite the terms of the 
1975 agreement. Land travel in the 
north is heavily restricted, as is sec-
ondary schooling and access to reli-
gious institutions. The United Nations 
itself has observed that the terms of 
the agreement have not been honored. 

As we reflect on the past 25 years, it 
is clear that the rights of the Greek 
Cypriot population continue to be vio-
lated, that tensions have not lessened, 
and that instability has become a 
greater threat. Rather than lose hope, 
we must make a concerted effort to en-
courage dialogue and discussion among 
the parties. I have long advocated a 
just and peaceful resolution to the Cy-
prus conflict, and I hope that we will 
make progress toward a solution before 
the next anniversary comes to pass. 
Ending this impasse is in the best in-
terests of the Greek Cypriot popu-
lation, the region, and the inter-
national community as a whole. I urge 
this Congress and the Administration, 
as we mark the 25th anniversary of the 
Cyprus occupation, to evaluate the cur-
rent situation and increase our efforts 

to ensure that a peaceful solution be-
comes a reality for Cyprus. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Monday, 
July 19, 1999, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,628,492,605,942.62 (Five trillion, six 
hundred twenty-eight billion, four hun-
dred ninety-two million, six hundred 
five thousand, nine hundred forty-two 
dollars and sixty-two cents). 

Five years ago, July 19, 1994, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,625,472,000,000 
(Four trillion, six hundred twenty-five 
billion, four hundred seventy-two mil-
lion).

Ten years ago, July 19, 1989, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $2,803,290,000,000 (Two 
trillion, eight hundred three billion, 
two hundred ninety million). 

Fifteen years ago, July 19, 1984, the 
Federal debt stood at $1,534,687,000,000 
(One trillion, five hundred thirty-four 
billion, six hundred eighty-seven mil-
lion).

Twenty-five years ago, July 19, 1974, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$474,534,000,000 (Four hundred seventy- 
four billion, five hundred thirty-four 
million) which reflects a debt increase 
of more than $5 trillion— 
$5,153,958,605,942.62 (Five trillion, one 
hundred fifty-three billion, nine hun-
dred fifty-eight million, six hundred 
five thousand, nine hundred forty-two 
dollars and sixty-two cents) during the 
past 25 years. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

A message from the House of Rep-
resentatives, delivered by Mr. Berry, 
one of its reading clerks, announced 
that the Speaker has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill: 

H.R. 2035. An act to correct errors in the 
authorization of certain programs adminis-
tered by the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration. 

The enrolled bill was signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. THURMOND).

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–4244. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Administration and Management, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to the resignation of 
the General Counsel, Department of the 
Army, the designation of an Acting General 
Counsel, and the nomination of a General 
Counsel; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC–4245. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, the report of 
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